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EXAM RESULTS SMASH
PREVIOUS RECORD!

Year 11 students reached new heights with an astonishing 71%
gaining 5 or more GSCEs at A*-C including English and Maths.

12 learners gained
straight A*/A’s in their GCSE exams

In Year 13, 73% of students gained A-C grade at A Level 98.8% |DETAILS
A-E grade at A Level  41% of all grades were at A & B! ON PAGE 4

BANNISTER WINS HOUSE
COMPETITION FOR 2008-09




Guidelines

Welcome everyone back after a
long summer holiday.

It is always a pleasure to greet
Year 7 at the start of their new
school life. | must say what a
credit they are to their parents, we
have had a very pleasant first three
days with them.

Once again we have had a
stunning set of examination results
and the school has reached even
greater heights than before.
Although we do not have Key
Stage 3 External Examinations any
more, we are delighted with the
progress that has been made by
the students at the end of the Key
Stage 3 Assessments which are
now done internally and display
good promise for the future.

At Key Stage 4 the examination
results are outstanding. The five or
more A-C Grades including English
and Maths are a stunning 71.4%.
Further to that 83% of the learners
gained five or more A* - C Grades.
Once again 99% of our learners
attained five A — G Grades or more.
All of our students have done
remarkably well. The number of
students receiving A and A* Grades

continues to rise significantly with
23% A and A* Grades across the
subjects. Also 12 students have
received A* and A Grades in all
their examinations. This is by far
the best set of Key Stage 4 results
the school has ever achieved and
puts us well into the top 10% of
schools in the country and exceeds
all of our targets.

The A Level students were not to
be outdone and 99% of them
passed all of their A Levels, with
73% of them achieving the top A-C
Grades. Again 4% up on last year
to record the best A Level results
the school has ever had. 90% of
our students are placed in their
University of first choice and all of
our students are placed for next
year both at KS4 and KS5. Most of
our students are in Russell Group
Universities and 10% of them are
either taking a gap year now,
before going to University, or have
moved straight into employment.

It is also noteworthy that our
partnership with the RAC is
developing as expected with all the
students who have completed their
Vocational Courses in Motor
Vehicle Automotive Engineering
moving into Apprenticeships with
local firms. Indeed, we received a
letter from Bentley who have
employed one of our students, to
say he is the best equipped
Apprentice they have ever
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recruited. High praise indeed
from the prestige car maker.
All'in all it has been a fabulous
year for examinations and the
success of the school continues.
On the following pages you will be
see some of the high achieving
students and some of the
exceptional grades that have
been achieved. Well done to the
class of 20009.

| would like to take this
opportunity at the start of the new
year to plug our Gift Aid Scheme.
All Year 7 students will receive, in
the next few weeks, a pack
explaining the Gift Aid Scheme.
For as little as £2.00 a month you
could significantly help our school
provide the extra enrichment
activities which make education
so enjoyable and enables us to

achieve the high standards we do.

Please read the information on
the Gift Aid Scheme which is our
major source of fund raising from
you the parents and help all
children in the school succeed.
We could not finance the range of
extra curricular activities or the
fantastic computer provision we
offer without this scheme. Please
consider joining the Gift Aid
Scheme as you will not only be
giving us £2.00 but you will earn
an extra 56p from the Inland
Revenue every month, which
finds its way into the school.

| am pleased to report that our
new Sixth Form facility is
steaming ahead and we expect

building work to start in the very
near future, certainly before the
end of the year. Plans have been
drawn up now and the tenders are
being received and reviewed. So
the building will commence very
shortly. We hope to open the new
Centre in April 2011.

| would like to thank all the
Governors, parents, learners and
staff of the school for another
exceptional years performance.
We look forward to 2009/10 with
anticipation of the opportunities
available to us to scale even
greater heights of achievement.

Finally, it was nice to start our
new year with a full school
assembly and particularly
gratifying for us to have on display
the recently won Rugby League
Challenge Cup. Thanks to
Warrington Wolves who work very
closely with us on a number of
initiatives for attending our first
assembly and bringing with them
the Challenge Cup. We wish
them continued success.




Exam results - the highlights

YEAR 11

71% of students gained at least 5 GCSEs including Maths and
English.

83% of students gained 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C.
53% gained 10 or more GCSEs at A*-C.
12 learners gained 10 or more A*-A.

Some of the high achievers:

Chloe Duke 13A* -only 4 marks dropped
Sean Allen 12A*, 1A
Vicky Foster 11A* -only 7 marks dropped

Hannah Davies 9A*, 3A
Sam McCarthy 9A*, 2A
Alice Ward 8A*, 3A
Alex Revell 7A*, 5A
Amy Ellison TA*, 4A
Amy Devine 6A*, 6A
Philip Johnston 5A*, 7A
Alison Lydon  5A* 7A
Jenny Canty 4A*, 8A




YEAR 13

73% A- C grade at A Level.
98.8% A-E grade at A Level.
41% of grades at A&B!

90% of students achieved their first
choice of universities!

BTEC Level 3 courses had 100% pass rate
Some of the high achievers:

Aine Callaghan - AAB
Matthew Elliot — AAAA
Chris Handy- AAA
Faye Helmsley- AAAA
Melissa Hill - AAA
Matthew Jones - AAAA
Andrew Livesey- AAB
Ben Lloyd — AABC
Sean McCarthy — AAC
Nicole Morris - AAA
Luke Mueller — AAB
Aaron Pearson- AAB
Anisa Quayyum- AAA
Mark Riley- AAA

Katie Ramsay — AAAA
Freddie Ruddick- AAA
Jane Rutherford- AAAB
Dan Sekhon - AAB
Rishi Sidhu- AABB
Caroline Taylor- AAA
Dan Wood- AAAAB
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CHAMPION HOUSE 2008 /2009

I’'m extremely proud of being the Head of Bannisteuse and | would like to
congratulate every member of the House on becothem@hampion House 2008 / 2009.

| feel the success of last year stemmed from our io@as for House events and fund
raising activities, which brought a real cohesiamagst the House and provided an
opportunity for everyone in our House to get inealy

(D
—

Some of what happened last year is shown below adild like to thank every memb
of Bannister House for your input and contributibroughout last year and I'm looking
forward to more great ideas this year!

| know we can build upon our achievements from yastr and | am
excited about the prospect of another successéuligeBannister House.
Remember..“Impossible Is Nothing”

Our first House event was a sponsored quiz and we ‘&

raised over a staggering £330! @
The winning form was.. 9BM

1]
qmge ﬂ‘@ ng@ @%‘“ Bannister House Council had the idea
to Gunge The House Captain$or

Comic Relief and it was such a
. success raising £420.77...
Tohl h'sedl We even managed to gunge our own
B Mrs Pickwell alongside Mike Hesketh
11BU.

“20-77 A huge Thank you to all involved!!

. The most dazzling event of the year was: our
' Guitar Hero_competition, over 50
guitarists took part and the winner was
Marcus Hemmings ofBH!

In the Summer term over 40 budding chefs from Bsteni
House took on the
Ready, Steady, Coolchallenge.
The finished meals were all superb, and the
winning team was Emma & Lizzy froBBA, whose
Chicken Curry was a real culinary feast!




Tanner Award Winners

The Tanner Award is
given to the girl and boy
in each Year who have
made the greatest
contribution to school
life in their year. Itis
named after the first
Chair of Governors.

Megan Donaldson 8AH  Daniel Kennedy 8SK

Alice Barnfield
10PH

Rosie Mayne 9BD Alan Harper 9TM David Collumb 10 SP

Governors'
Prize
Winners

Lucy Hurst 11NC Jonathan Slack 11NC




YEAR 11 ENGLISH GCSE
EXAM REMINDER

All Year 11 learners will be sitting their GCSE English exams on:

Paper 1: Monday 9th November 2009
Paper 2: Thursday 12th November 2009

Please make sure you make adequate preparation for these
exams!

See: Moodle, your English teacher or Mrs Wilson in E4 if you are
unsure of what you need to revise!

External Exams

In next month’s edition of Contact Magazine a full list of all external exam
dates for Year 10 and 11 in this academic year will be published. Please
look out for this list if you child is in Year 10 or 11.

The dates and time for external exams are set by the examination boards
and, therefore, cannot be changed - pupils have to sit them on the date/time

specified.

Whilst holiday requests for time off in term time can very occasionally be
approved for “exceptional, one off circumstances” , we cannot approve
any such requests during any examination periods.

Well done 9AL

Last year a Year 8 Form, 8AL (now 9AL), worked hard to raise
money for their sponsored orphan, Khemis Lovemore. 8AL took
part in setting up a chocolate fountain during break-time. It was
guite chaotic as chocolate spilled every where, and we had to
organise the students into a queue. Despite this chaos they
managed to raise £292.13 throughout the year and have lots of fun!




Mathematics Department News

Upcoming Exams/Tests

Lower School

Year 7

Autumn Test - late September/early October—date to be confirmed with individual
teachers

GCSE Exams

It is important to remember that learners in Years 10 and 11 sit Modular Mathematics
exams for GCSE. A number of times this year, learners have missed exams due to
avoidable absences. If a modular exam is missed and the exam is sat at a later date, the
knowledge required for the exam is usually not as fresh in the memory as if taken at the
appropriate time.

Upper School

Year 10

Module 3 — Number Exam — Tuesday 2 March 2010 — morning exam
Module 1 — Data Handling Exam—Monday 21 June 2010—afternoon exam
Year 11

Module 5—Shape and Algebra—final exams

Paper 1—Monday 7 June 2010—afternoon exam

Paper 2—Friday 11 June 2010—morning exam

College

AS—Level Exams

Core 1—Monday 11 January 2010—morning exam

Mechanics 1 (Further Mathematicians only) - Wednesday 27 January 2010—afternoon
exam

A-Level Exams

Core 2 (resit) - Friday 15 January 2010— afternoon exam

Core 3— Wednesday 20 January 2010—afternoon exam

Decision 1—Monday 25 January 2010—morning exam

Mechanics 2 (Further Mathematicians only)—Monday 11 January 2010— morning exam

Textbooks

Occasionally, the odd learner forgets to return a textbook that may have been
issued to them for Key Stage 3, GCSE or A-Level Mathematics lessons. Over a
period of years, the odd book adds up and this can result in the reordering of
textbooks, some of which can cost upwards of £20 each.

If you or your learner has any old textbooks please do not hesitate to send them
into school. They can be sent with another learner to the Mathematics Department
or can be left at the School Reception where it will be passed onto us

Many thanks for your continued support in what will hopefully be another successful year

The Mathematics Department




The total weight of five ballet w
dancers is 425kg and the .

average (mean) weight of ten
rugby players is 40kg. What is
the average weight of all

fifteen people?
Think you know the answer?

Compete the bottom of the
page or put your answer on a
piece of paper and hand it to
Mr Hay or another maths
teacher as soon as possible.

Thanks and Good Luck!

Name Form




YEAR 13 RESULTS

What a fantastic year for the Year
13 leaving us! Another year where
College students have beaten last
year's record! We have smashed
the national average for post-16
colleges and sixth forms too!

73% A- C grade at A Level

98.8% A-E grade at A Level

41% of grades at A&B!!

90% of students achieved their
first choice of universities!

BTEC Level 3 courses had 100%
pass rate

Results day was a wonderful day
and | would like to thank all of the
staff involved in the College for all
of their support and dedciation. To
say our staff go the extra mile
would be an understatement. The
support offered to all of our
students is exemplary. Thank you
to the many parents who sent in
their thanks for the support given
throughout their son/daughter's
college career and for the many
positive comments you made about
the college in the recent Kirkland
Rowell survey.

YEAR 12 RESULTS

Another great set of results for our
students! This is a great start to
their Year 13 studies. The top
achievers are listed below, but
obviously we are proud of so many
more results than | can list. We
are really looking forward to

working with the

students to achieve

their goals over the coming
months. Both Mrs Daniels and |
have contacted each student to
discuss their subjects for
September and it has been a
pleasure to speak to you all. Year
13 is a tough year, but work hard
from the beginning and you will get
the results you deserve.
Congratulations to Becky Jones on
gaining the first A* for the

College. It was only introduced this
year, SO a great way to start the
year for us!

James Bradshaw — AAAAA

Lauren Copeland — AAAB

Mike Fairhurst — AAAAA

Becky Jones — AAAAAA*

Ruby Merriman — AAAC

Aisha Thornton — AAAC

Dan Walters — AAAA

Jason Williams — AAAA

David Wood - AAAAB

RECORD NUMBERS FOR NEW
YEAR 12!

Welcome to all our new Year 12's. |
am pleased to welcome so many
new students from other

schools. Year 12 bring with them
the reputation of having achieved
the best GCSE (including Maths &
English) results in the history of the
school, once again shattering
previous results and the national
average. As a college, we look
forward to working with them to
build on this phenomenal start! Itis
always an exciting time for us




meeting our new students. We have
record numbers again! Already over
230 students have enrolled in Year 12
and Year 13 has a record number of
180! Our reputation means that even
students from other secondary
schools are applying for a place with
us which is a rare occurrence.
Welcome to our new form tutors:

Ms Bayne Mr Mayhew Ms McBain

3INTO 3

This innovative programme means
that students who do not get the
necessary % A-C grades to study A
Levels can stay at Barrow Hall to
increase their qualifications. We
currently have 16 students enrolled
on this course which will lead to 3 A
Levels in 3 years upon successful
completion of this course. We
recently received praise from the
Learning and Skills Council about this
programme, who are now hoping to
roll out the programme in other
colleges!

NEW BUILD!

We recently made a successful bid to
the Learning and Skills Council for a
new college build. Competition is
very tough, but they were extremely
Impressed with our proposals and the
creative use of space. Our new Year
12 and current Year 11 students will
be the first to use this building and will
be working with us over the coming
months on final designs. Although the
first build we successfully bid for was
£2.8 million, due to our exam results
and growth we have been able to
secure a build for just the college of
almost £5 million! Tenders are out
now and we are waiting for the
builders to begin later this year!

PARENT MEETINGS IN THE
COMING WEEKS

As parents of College students, | look
forward to speaking to you over the
coming months. Your support is vital
in their success and | thank you for
your support so far.

Year 13 parents/carers are invited in
to our Higher Education evening
where we hope to bring you up to
speed with grants, loans, course and
applications. This will take place on
Wednesday 9 September at 6.30 in
Barrow Hall Theatre

Year 12 & 13 parents are invited in on
Wednesday 23 September and
Tuesday 22 September respectively,
for a review day. The focus of Year
13 will be University options and
results. For Year 12 we will focus on
their transition into college and choice
of courses. Year 12 parents will be
invited to an induction evening on
Tuesday 23 September. This is a
really important evening because

we inform you about the major
differences between college and
school. Please try to attend.

Finally, may | take this opportunity to
thank the form tutors and teachers of
last year’s Year 11, 12 and 13 for their
continued hard work and support of
the students. Their commitment to
the students is exemplary.

Good luck to all our Year 12 & 13
students and our 'old' students and
here’s to another successful year.




Learner Voice!

The learner voice is a student voice which refines
the ideas of students and teachers together.

The main purpose of the learner voice is to bring
together ideas brought forward at individual house
council meetings and voice the opinions of learners.

Warrington Youth Summit

This year, Warrington Borough Council set up a scheme that
involved three youth summits. The aims of this programme are to
let young people voice their opinions. These involved pupils getting
their hands dirty in workshops which let them voice their true
opinion of Warrington and what they want. This meant that the
council could see the needs and aims of the youth, for Warrington
and the surrounding area. At Orford Youth base, we were split up
into groups to talk about the spaces and places that we go to in
and around our area. We talked about many issues such as parks,
youth bases, after school activities etc. We then decided on our top
three issues. Our group’s favourites were Youth Café, parks and
youth bases around our area. The groups all joined and fed back
their ideas. Each group chose their favourite issue

and started to create a presentation and piece of

artwork on it. Our group came up with the idea that

a youth café in the centre of town was what the

majority wanted. We presented our ideas to some

council members including the council leader.

The overall decision was that Warrington would benefit from youth
cafes situated in each area of Warrington and also a large one in
the centre of town. The youth cafes would be

specifically designed for young people, offering cheaper

products than other businesses. There’s a possibility that young
people could work there with supervision from adults. Warrington
Borough Council are looking into funding for the café and we
should know more by autumn.




Warwick Leadership Conference

During April, several students attended a Student Leadership and
Innovation Conference at Warwick University. This was a great
opportunity as it involved schools from all over the

country. This meant not only did we showcase our ideas to the rest
of the country but we chose the best of these ideas to

implement at our school. The conference was held over a two day
period and involved the students staying at the university. The
courses and workshops held at the university were

iImpressive and always held the attention of the entire group.

Leadership Planning Weekend

In January, a group of students from the school council attended
the school’'s annual leadership planning weekend. This is where
members of staff and pupils from across the school, help the
school to plan ahead for the next 5 years. We developed a vision
of how we wanted the school to look in 5 years time. We came up
with many suggestions and had many debates in our groups about
the school in 5 years time. Overall it was a great experience.

Learner Voice Team
Elizabeth Reynolds, Lucy Hurst, Vicky Wilcox, Jonathan Slack,
Emma Thomason, George Black, Megan Donaldson,
Molly Blackwell and Jenny Venables.




Student Ambassadors

HOBY UK 2009

From the 16" — 19™ April, We, as student ambassadors, attended
HOBY UK, an internationally recognised four day residential
programme specialising in high quality, high impact Youth
Leadership Development for Year 10 pupils. Whilst there, we
participated in a variety of leadership seminars and confidence
building exercises, including a visit from ‘Action Jackson!” When we
first arrived, we were overwhelmed by the confidence and
enthusiasm of the leaders and volunteers, but we soon found our
feet and began to join in with the chants and songs! The trip was
an amazing experience and one which we will never forget. Since
HOBY our confidence has grown dramatically and the four of us
have been able to do presentations for audiences, train students in
leadership and voice our opinions at school council meetings and
the Youth Summit. We would like to thank Mr Yates for giving us
the opportunity to go to HOBY UK and hope that we can give
something back to the school with our new found skills.

Curriculum Project Week

During curriculum project week,
we as student ambassadors
delivered 5 sessions with groups
of year 10 pupils in order to pass
on the skills we learnt at HOBY
UK. We looked at leadership
skills as well as the qualities
needed to be a good leader. We

found these sessions rewarding Student Ambassadors
and it was interesting to receive Vicky Wilcox, Lucy Hurst,
the feedback from the rest of our Jonathan Slack and

year. Elizabeth Reynolds.
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c\‘o Sportswear International

0870 600 80 70

DELIVERY
All orders of any value are delivered to Home FREE OF CHARGE
(Please ignore delivery charge on form)
SHOP
Rohan School Uniform, 50-54 Buttermarket Street, WA1 2NN

Dr H Jones Business Manager

School uniform is to be worn correctly and smartly by all learners in
Years 7 to 11 as follows (including on the journey to and from
school).

School blazer*

School tie**

Green School V-necked pullover with school badge

(optional Year 7-11)

Plain white shirt or blouse (buttoned to collar and tucked in)
Plain black school trousers or plain, straight , kn ee-length , black
skirt

Black or white ankle/knee high socks or black tight S

Plain black, low heeled shoes (not trainer type or boots )

A sensible outdoor coat for adverse weather conditi ons

*These items are available from the school supplier Sportswear
International.
** Ties are available from the House Office at scho ol

Jewellery is not permitted.

PE Kit
PE Kit may only be obtained from the School Uniform Supplier.

Order forms are available from the school office.

All items of school clothing must be clearly marked with the learner’s
name.

If you have any queries speak to Ms Perry, Mr Dugga n, Mr Owen,
Miss Beswick or Mrs Rowe on the High School number:
01925 724118




This double page gives our term times and holiday dates through to July 2011.
They are also available on our website. The Government requires that family
holidays are taken outside term time __ and we hope that having the dates for
the next two years will assist parents/carers when planning holidays.

2009 — 2010 TERM DATES / HOLIDAY DATES

Date of Opening

AUTUMN TERM 2009

Wednesday 2 September

HALF TERM 2009
Monday 2 November

SPRING TERM 2010
Monday 4 January

HALF TERM 2010
Monday 22 February

SUMMER TERM 2010
Monday 12 April

HALF TERM 2010
Monday 7 June

INSET DAYS 2009/2010
(Students not in school)

Date of Closing

Friday 23 October

Friday 18 December

Friday 12 February

Friday 26 March

(Friday 23 April INSET DAY-
CLOSED)

(Monday 3 May

BANK HOLIDAY- CLOSED )
Friday 28 May

(Friday 2 July INSET DAY-
CLOSED)

Friday 16 July

(Monday 19 July INSET-
DAY CLOSED)

(Tuesday 20 July INSET-
DAY CLOSED)

Tuesday 1 September 2009
Friday 23 April 2010

Friday 2 July 2010

Monday 19 July 2010
Tuesday 20 July 2010




2010 — 2011 TERM DATES / HOLIDAY DATES

Date of Opening Date of Closing

AUTUMN TERM 2010 (Thursday 2 September
INSET DAY- CLOSED)
(Friday 3 September
INSET DAY- CLOSED)
Monday 6 September Friday 22 October

HALF TERM 2010
Monday 1 November Friday 17 December

SPRING TERM 2011
Tuesday 4 January Friday 11 February

HALF TERM 2011
Monday 21 February Friday 1 April

SUMMER TERM 2011
Monday 18 April Thursday 21 April

(Friday 22 April BANK
HOLIDAY - CLOSED)
(Monday 25 April BANK
HOLIDAY - CLOSED)
(Monday 2 May BANK
HOLIDAY- CLOSED)
Friday 27 May

HALF TERM 2011
Monday 6 June (Friday 1 July INSET

DAY- CLOSED)

Friday 22 July

(Monday 25 July INSET
DAY- CLOSED)
(Tuesday 26 July INSET
DAY- CLOSED)

INSET DAYS 2010/2011 Thursday 2 September 2010
(Students not in school) Friday 3 September 2010
Friday 1 July 2011
Monday 25 July 2011
Tuesday 26 July 2011
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SEPTEMBER

Week B
Monday

Wednesday
Week A
Wednesday

Week B
Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday

Week A
Monday

OCTOBER

Week B
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

16

22
23

24

28
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Contact Magazine published
Year 13 start
Year 13 Higher Education Evening BHT 6.30 pm

Yr. 9 Celebration Evening
Yrs.7-10 & Sixth Form Photographs

Year 13 Review Day

Year 12 Review Day

Yr. 12 Parents Induction Meeting

Validate UK - Year 11

Year 7 Form Tutors meet Parents 2.30-5.00 pm
Year 12 Drive Survive Trip

11.45 am House Captains Lunch (30 mins)

Contact Magazine published
Year 11 Review Day
Open Evening




