
GCSE: Performing Arts Dance 
 

GCSE Dance is an academic course that includes 80% PRACTICAL work 
and 20% THEORY work. 

�
�

�
Students are expected to dance in Solo work, group work and regularly 
attend the GCSE dance club after school on Thursday. 

 

 
 
 
 

Can I take this option if I do not dance outside of school? 
�
It is crucial that students are currently involved in Club level Dance/Performing Arts or GCSE PE 
at school in order for them to succeed on the GCSE Dance course. Students not involved in any 
of these will have an informal interview with Miss. Jones if necessary. 
 

80 % is Practical (4 components) 
20% is Theory (Written I hour exam) 

 
Students will study safe practice, critical appreciation, performance a nd choreography  

in relation to professional dance works  to prepare for the written paper (UNIT 1). 
 

The course provides opportunities for students to show ‘performance and choreography’  
skills in relation to professional dance works. It also allows them to ‘rehearse’ and 

‘refine’  a Set Dance (UNITS 2, 3 and 4) 
 

All professional works chosen are from a list of 10 (provided by AQA) and are selected by 
what best suits the candidates. 



 
What opportunities will I have? 

 
·  Performance in the annual Dance Showcase at GSHS. 
·  Opportunities to perform at Parr Hall in various shows. 
·  Collaboration work with professional dance teachers. 
·  Trips to theatre to watch live dance performances. 

�

How can I support my child? 
 

·  Encourage participation in the extra curricular GCSE Dance club on Thursday’s. Students 
who attend this will have the opportunity to perform in the annual Dance Showcase. 

·  A good level of dance is useful. It is ideal if the students are actively and regularly 
involved in a dance club outside of school. These students often find the practical 
elements of the course easier. 

·  Appropriate and suitable clothing for GCSE dance. Dance shoes are not expected to be 
worn as students are always assessed in bare feet. 

·  Ensure students attend all practical and theory lessons to get the full benefit of the 
delivery of each component. 
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