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GATEway 2009-2010 
  

Gifted and Talented Enrichment 
�

Great Sankey High School 
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 What is “GATEway”? 
 
GATEway stands for our programme of Gifted and Talented Enrichment at Great Sankey 
High School and Barrowhall College. 
 
 
What do we mean by the terms Gifted and Talented? 
 
The Government define gifted and talented learners in the following way: 
 
“Children and young people with one or more abilities developed to a level significantly 
ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop those abilities).”  Dcfs 
 
 
How do we identify GATEway learners at Great Sankey  High School? 
 
Gifted  refers to an ability in one or more academic subjects. We use prior attainment data to 
select the top 10% in each year group. Using Key Stage 2 SATs results we look at learners 
who have obtained the top 10% score in at least two  of Mathematics, English and Science. 
These learners are placed on our Gifted Register . The register is not static – learners can 
be added by recommendation from departments and it is monitored throughout the year. It is 
also adjusted using Key Stage 3 SATs scores (from 2009 these will be from KS3 teacher 
assessment) and GCSE scores. 
  

• We use prior attainment data e.g. SATs, GCSEs, internal tests 
• We also use teacher recommendation 

 
Talented  refers to a talent in one or more of the following subjects: Art, Food Tech, Textiles, 
Drama, Music, Sports, D&T. Talented learners are identified by departments and then put on 
the Talent Register  for a specific subject. Learners can be added to this register at any time 
during the year. 
 

• We use teacher recommendation to place learners on the Talent Register 
 
 
What does it mean to be part of GATEway? 
 
At Great Sankey High School we believe in a personalised education where we have whole 
class teaching which gets the best from every child. For GATEway learners this means that 
they have personalised learning with opportunities to be working in groups of similar abilities, 
to be challenged in the classroom and to have high quality everyday learning experiences 
within lessons. GATEway learners should have opportunities to develop higher order skills 
such as Study Skills and Thinking Skills. They should have opportunities to reflect on their 
progress and set personal targets for higher achievement. At Key stage 4/5 we have a rich, 
flexible and accessible curriculum with opportunities for some learners to take an extra 
GCSE, take part in academic peer mentoring or gain experience working with leaders in the 
community. 
 

We encourage participation in the wide range of enrichment activities offered in school. This 
is the GATEway programme which is enclosed in this booklet. Most of these activities listed 
are exclusively for GATEway learners and learners are sometimes selected by letter of 
application or interview. 

 

In addition we have enrichment opportunities out of school provided by the LEA, North West 
and National academic, sporting and artistic forums. e.g. Warrington G&T Summer 



Challenge, University and Business link, NW YGT, National YGT and NAGC. Last year some 
of our YGT learners took part in week long summer schools at a range of universities 
studying a variety of subjects from forensic science to foreign literature. Some of our talented 
learners have represented Great Britain in gymnastics, swimming or are part of the U16 
National rugby league training squad. 
 
YGT stands for the National Programme for Young, Gifted and Talented, formally called 
NAGTY. Learners who have scored in the top 5% nationally in certain tests are eligible for 
entry to YGT. Although at this point in time YGT focuses on mainly academic achievements it 
is starting to look at those talented in the arts. YGT provides summer schools and one day 
master-classes across the country as well as an online community for able learners.  Great 
Sankey High School currently has 78 members.  All eligible learners are identified by Mrs 
Bryan at school, and at this point they receive an enrolment form together with a booklet 
“Achieve Your Potential”. They return this to school and it is then sent off to YGT. Once YGT 
has accepted this, it is up to the student, with support from parents and school, to enrol in the 
different activities on offer. Some of these are on-line study groups, discussion forums and 
anything from a one day to a whole week course.  
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How can you support the GATEway programme and your child? 
 
We believe that engaging and working with parents is a vital part of providing the learners 
with an excellent education. We hope that you will encourage your child to embrace all the 
opportunities that are on offer at Great Sankey and those on offer outside school. We also 
hope to have more parents evenings where small groups of GATEway learners can share 
what they have been working on with you. There will be regular communication through 
newsletters, CONTACT and our website www.greatsankey.org. In addition we hope to have 
informal interviews with GATEway learners and parents at the end of year 7 and at the end of 
year 9 which we hope you will be able to attend.  
  
There are several web sites for GATEway learners and parents. Some of the best include: 
�
NAGC 
The National Association for Gifted Children is open to all families.  It offers advice and 
information for parents and young people over the age of eleven.  There is also an online 
community for learners to make contact with learners of similar abilities across the country.  
There is no formal assessment or test for membership although there is an optional 
questionnaire to help you decide if it is appropriate for your child. 
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YGT 
Parents of YGT members can gain access to support in a number of ways. The YGT Parents’ 
Forum is a message board enabling parents to discuss issues relating to gifted and talented 
education. It provides a peer network to share both positive and negative experiences. 
 
London Gifted and Talented 
On the London Local Authority gifted and talented website parents will find activities to inspire 
and challenge their child by exploring learners’ resources. There is also information on how 
teachers support your child by looking under Teacher Tools. 
Look on www.londongt.org and search under Parents.



 
Who is responsible for the GATEway learners at Grea t Sankey High School? 
 
Miss McAteer is the Gifted and Talented Coordinator in school.  Her responsibility is 
to work with learners, teachers and parents to ensure that the GATEway learners 
have opportunities to reach their full potential. She would be the first point of contact. 
There is also a Lead Teacher for Talented, Miss O’Brien who works with the creative 
and practical departments to promote good practice. In addition there is a G&T 
representative from each department who make up an active working group that 
meet at least five times a year. This group share ideas and strategies for developing 
the GATEway programme and promote these within their departments. We also have 
one member of the governing body who is linked with the GATEway team. The 
members of staff involved are as follows: 
 
 
 

  

Miss McAteer 
G&T Coordinator 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

Miss O’Brien 
Lead Teacher (Talented) 

 

 

 
  
 

 
GATEway Representatives 

 
English        Mr Whitehouse    
Maths          Mrs Hay  
Science       Mr McGillicuddy   
Mfl           Miss Dempster 
PE               Mr Becks 
Art           Mr Osman 
FT           Mrs Baker  
Music           Miss Foster  
Exp. Art       Miss O’Donnell  
Humanities  Miss Harnell  
Psych.         Miss Sheerin 
TA                Mrs Ablett 
Governor     Mr P Walker 
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Autumn    
1st Dec 09 ICT ICT Cross School Challenge Day at Cardinal Newman  
Every Tues 
Nov-June 

English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
The Times Spelling Bee 

October 
onwards 

Languages  Weekly French and German clubs 

11th Nov Maths  Joint Y7/8 Maths Challenge Day 
Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Scienc e S’ TEAM - Science club 
Café Scientific  

 
Spring 

  

Spring term Art  Workshop with jewellery designer 
Spring term Food Tech  Active kids Get Cooking Challenge 
Spring term Drama Theatre Trip linked to work in class 
Every Tues 
Nov-June 

English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
The Times Spelling Bee 

12th March Maths  Pi day Activities 
19th March 
Spring 

Languages  International Day 
Weekly French and German clubs 

Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert  

24–25 March PE Dance show 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Spring 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club 
Café Scientific  
Salters Chemistry Competition 

 
Summer  

  

Every Tues 
Nov-June 

English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
The Times Spelling Bee 

29th June Humanities  Fountains Abbey Trip 
Summer Languages  Weekly French and German clubs 
29th April  
30th June 

Maths  UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 
Joint Y6/7 Maths Challenge Afternoon 

May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 
June 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club 
Café Scientific  
Science Discovery Day, West Kirby High School 
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Autumn  

  

Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
11th Nov Maths  Joint Y7/8 Maths Challenge Day 
Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Autumn 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific  
Top of the Bench RSC competition 

 
Spring 

  

Spring term Art  Workshop with jewellery designer 
13th Jan ICT ICT Graphics Challenge 
Spring term Food Tech  Active kids Get Cooking Challenge 
Spring term Drama Theatre Trip linked to work in class 
Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC 
26th January Humanities  Humanities GATEway day 
March/April Maths  UKMT Team Maths Challenge 
Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert 

24-25 March PE Dance show 
January 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  Faraday Challenge 
S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific  

 
Summer  

  

Summer  Art  Exhibition of Cultural work linked to South Africa week 
Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
29th April Maths  UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 
June Languages  Language Taster Day 
May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club 
Café Scientific 
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Autumn  

  

30th Sept 
Oct - Dec 

Art  Visit to Fiddler’s Ferry (Environment Awareness Project) 
Textile club making costumes for school show 

18th Nov Business  Women in Enterprise “Blood, Sweat and T-shirts” 
Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
23rd Nov Languages  German Onatti theatre workshop, Pyramid Centre 
Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Autumn 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific  
Top of the Bench RSC competition 

 
Spring 

  

Spring Art  Workshop with jewellery designer 
Primary links sculpture project 

23rd Feb ICT Build a Computer Challenge 
Spring term Food Tech  Active kids Get Cooking Challenge 
Jan - April Drama GATEway Drama Club 
10th Feb 
24th Feb 

Humanities  RS Trip – World Religions 
Humanities GATEway day 

24th Feb 
5th March 
Spring 

Languages  Spanish Onatti theatre workshop, Pyramid Centre 
French Onatti theatre workshop, Pyramid Centre 
Motivational speaker from industry 

4th Feb 
March/April 

Maths  UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
UKMT Team Maths Challenge 

Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert 

24-25 March PE Dance show 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific  

 
Summer  

  

Summer Art  Exhibition of Environmental Awareness Project  
19th May Maths  Joint Y9/10 Maths Challenge Afternoon 
May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific 
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Autumn    
Nov 
Autumn term 
Autumn term 
4th – 9th Dec 
Oct - Dec 

Art  Exhibition of Glass Chandelier Project, St Helens 
Study visit to Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
Art Club, completion of bird sculptures 
Textiles visit to the Clothes Show, Birmingham 
Textile club making costumes for school show 

Winter term Food Tech  Young Chef Award (QSM Quality Standard Meat) 
Future Chef Competition 

18th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 

Drama Splendid Productions live performance + workshops 
Midsummer Nights Dream  

Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
11th Nov 
7th – 11th Dec 

Humanities  History and RS trip, Imperial War Museum 
Crosby Hall Residential 

Autumn Languages  German and French Clubs with language assistants 
Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

26th–27th Sept PE Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh expedition 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Autumn 
7th – 11th Dec 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific (twice a term) 
Top of the Bench RSC competition 
Crosby Hall 

Spring    
Spring term 
Feb half term 

Art  Focussed Art Club sessions for G&T 
New York visit  

Spring term Food Tech  Future Chef Competition 
Spring Languages  German and French Clubs with language assistants 
4th Feb Maths  UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert 

24-25 March PE Dance show 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Easter hols 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club  
Café Scientific (twice a term) 
Small Piece Trust university courses 

Summer     
20th April ICT ICT Flash Movie Day 
Summer Languages  German and French Clubs with language assistants 
19th May 
July 

Maths  Joint Y9/10 Maths Challenge Afternoon 
“Take Maths Further” Day, Halliwell Jones Stadium 

May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

14th–15th May PE Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 
June 
July/August 

Science  S’ TEAM - Science club 
Café Scientific  
Star Chaser – Physics Rocket day  
Salter Chemistry Residential Summer School  
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Autumn    
4th – 9th Dec 
Oct - Dec 

Art  Textiles visit to the Clothes Show, Birmingham 
Textile club making costumes for school show 

Nov Food Tech  The Good Food Show, Birmingham 
18th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 

Drama Splendid Productions live performance + workshops 
Midsummer Nights Dream 

Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
11th Nov Humanities  History and RS trip, Imperial War Museum 
October 
TBA 

Maths  Trip to Manchester University Mathematics Department 
UKMT Senior Team Challenge 

Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

26th-27th Sept PE Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh expedition 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  S-team mentoring  
Café Scientific  

 
Spring 

  

Spring term 
Feb half term 

Art  Focussed Art Club sessions for G&T 
New York visit 

Feb Business  Boys and girls “Green day” 
Spring Languages  Phillip Allan Immersion Days 
4th Feb 
24th Feb 

Maths  UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Joint Y11/12 Maths Challenge Afternoon 

Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert 

24-25 March PE Dance show 
Twice a term 
Easter hols 
Spring 

Science  Café Scientific (twice a term) 
Small Piece Trust university courses 
Workshops with Liverpool University Medical Faculty 

 
Summer  

  

May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

23rd – 25th April 
14th – 15th May 

PE Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition 

 Science   
May 
July 

Enrichment  Y11/12 Residential Tynny, Anglesey 
Y11/12 Oxbridge visits 
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Autumn  
 

  

4th – 9th Dec Art  Textiles visit to the Clothes Show, Birmingham 
Nov Food Tech  The Good Food Show, Birmingham 
18th Nov 
Autumn 
3rd – 5th Dec 

Drama Splendid Productions live performance + workshops 
KS5 theatre company set up 
Midsummer Nights Dream 

Every Tues English  British writers award - Creative writing club (LRC) 
Dec Humanities  Philosophy conference 
All year 
Autumn 
Autumn 

Languages  Y12 Junior Language Leaders Award 
Phillip Allan Immersion days 
Language Taster day at MMU + other universities 

5th Nov 
TBA 

Maths  UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 
UKMT Senior Team Challenge 

Nov 
18th Nov 
14th Nov 
3rd – 5th Dec 
15th Dec 

Music  National Concert Festival 
Young Musician of the Year competition 
Swing Band district supper  
Midsummer Nights Dream performance 
Christmas Concert 

26th-27th Sept 
All year 

PE Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh expedition  
Sankey Sports Scholars 

Sept. 
Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Autumn 

Science  Capital of Culture Science Festival 
S’ TEAM - mentoring  
Café Scientific (twice a term) 
RSC Analytical Chemistry Competition - Liverpool University 

 
Spring 
 

  

Spring term 
Feb half term 

Art  Focussed Art Club sessions for G&T 
New York visit 

Spring Drama Guest speakers for Drama, Performing Arts, Media 
24th Feb 
April 

Maths  Joint Y11/12 Maths Challenge Afternoon 
Maths Open day at Manchester University 

Feb half term Languages  Y13 work experience abroad 
Feb 
6th March 
9th March 

Music  Showstoppers 
National festival of Youth 
Chamber Concert 

All year 
24-25 March 

PE Sankey Sports Scholars  
Dance show 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 
Easter hols 
Spring 
Spring 

Science  S’ TEAM - mentoring  
Café Scientific  
Small Piece Trust university courses 
Workshops with Liverpool University Medical Faculty 
Visits to Daresbury labs 
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Summer  
 

  

June Art  Visit to degree shows 
July Maths  Y12 3-day residential “Making Maths @ Manchester” 
May 
July 

Music  The Great ‘S’ Factor 
Strawberries & Wine Evening 

23rd – 25th April 
8th – 9th July 
All year 

PE Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition  
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition  
Sankey Sports Scholars 

Every Wed 
Twice a term 

Science  S’ TEAM - mentoring 
Café Scientific (twice a term) 

All year 
May 
July 

Enrichm ent Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
Y11/12 Residential Tynny, Anglesey 
Y11/12 Oxbridge visits  

 
 


